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It is a great honor for me to be here today, and, to extend to you  

congratulations from the Haitian Government, on the Centennial 

Anniversary of Tulane School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine, 

which represents One Hundred years (100) years of service, not only to 

the United States of America but also to many countries,such as 

Haiti,that are involved in regional partnerships. 

Today is more – much more - than a celebration!  It is an opportunity to 

strengthen our commitment and our determination, to prepare more  

generations of public health leaders, who can make the world a better 

place to live.  

 

As in other developing countries, Haiti today has committed to a clear 

goal of entering the ranks of emerging countries by 2030. To achieve 

this goal, our President, Michel Joseph Martelly and the Prime Minister 

Laurent Salvador Lamothe, have made a strong commitment to 

universal health and education.  In addition to vision, this will 

requirestrong leadership, and local and international partnerships.  



Haiti is living its two hundred and eighthyear of independence, and it is 

clear that the strategies used previously, did not yield the expected 

results.  

Today, we should recognize that only well educated, and healthy men 

and women can produce strong institutions, sustainable organizations, 

and the social and economic resources to join the developed family of 

nations.  

That is why, as never before, we believe in educated men and women 

who are committed to the fight against poverty and move toward 

development. 

The possibility of solutions and to bring about change in our world, 

including in Haiti is what led to the founding of this school and is what 

justifies my presence here! 

 

We can transform conditionsthrough changing the paradigm of 

expectations; by having a united voice and promoting consistent action 

for global change.  We are not at the end of the road; we only have 

some difficulties navigating certain curves! 

 

To ensure our success, we need to not only have a vision of the end of 

the road, but to fill ourselves with empathy and modesty,sharing with 

the poor and vulnerable, understanding what they feel, what they 

need, and where they live. We need to listen and plan with them.  We 

need to create a bridge between relief and rebuilding, by using relief 

actions as a platform, a foundation on which we are building 

sustainable development.  We must remember that, through Education 

and Health, we are rebuilding PEOPLE AND NATIONS.   



 

I strongly believe that giving HOPE to people by acting with them, will 

bring ALL OF US back the hope to continue, and, make a difference in 

people’s lives and also in ours.  

 

This is what Global Health means! 

 

For what the Tulane University School of Public Health and Tropical 

Medicine has done in the past, and what its graduates, in country and 

out of State, will continue to do in the future, I congratulate you. 

Let’s continue to be the light and to achieve illumination, Tulane 

University shall still hold high the torch. 

May God continue to bless all of you and protect your families! 

May God continue to bless the United of States of America and Haiti! 

 

 

 

 

 


